Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.072; wR factor = 0.186; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.0. 
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 7 H 8 N 2 O 3 , contains two approximately planar molecules (r.m.s. deviations = 0.058 and 0.070 Å ). In the crystal, molecules are linked into [010] chains by way of alternating N-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á Á(N,O) hydrogen-bond linkages.
Related literature
For a related structure, see: Li & Jian (2010) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). ethanol at room temperature.
Refinement
The absolute structure was indeterminate in the present study. H atoms were fixed geometrically and allowed to ride on their attached atoms, with C-H distances = 0.93-0.97 Å; N-H = 0.86Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,N) or 1.5U eq (C methyl ). Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids.
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